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tion and were constantly liable to be misled. Sherman had him-
self come from the people, but he had for more than thirty years
been an official in a state which was strongly under the influence
of learned ministers and conservative magistrates., joined in a
kind of republican theocracy. The ministers saw the people as
in need of being informed, and the magistrates as in need of
being led.
Gerry of Massachusetts had, he thought, even better reason to
distrust the people. The severe depression which followed the
war had forced many people in that state to demand relief from
the legislature and, when this was not granted, had driven them
in 1786 to armed interference with the state supreme court at
Worcester and an attempt to capture the United States Arsenal
at Springfield, Though the Shays insurrection had been put down
by the militia the past February, Massachusetts was still unquiet,
Men of properly like Geriy were in no mood to look favorably
on giving fresh powers to the people. "The people do npt want
virtue/1" he now said to the Convention; "but they are the dupes
of pretended patriots." The misguided people of Massachusetts
-many of them debtors in distress—had protested against the
high salaries paid to the governor and other officials, "It would
seem to be the maxim of democracy to starve the public servants,"
Gerry had been, he believed, "too republican heretofore: he was
still however republican, but had been taught by experience the
danger of the levelling spirit."
Both Sherman and Gerry here confirmed the impression which
Mason of Virginia had early formed about the sentiments of the
New England delegates. Mason's reply to them was clear and
uncompromising. The popular branch of the national legislatures
he held, "was to be the grand depository of the democratic princi-
ple of the Government. It was, so to speak, to be our House of
Commons—It ought to know & sympathise with every part of
the community; and ought therefore to be taken not only from
different parts of the whole republic, but also from different
districts of the larger members of it." In Virginia, for instance,
certain districts differed from others in productions and habits,
and so naturally differed in "interests and views/" "He admitted
that we had been too democratic but was afraid we should in-
cautiously run into the opposite extreme."
Probably no delegate present thought of Mason as correcting

